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Empowering Reshma Khatun:

A Journey from
Hopelessness to
Entrepreneurial
Success

Reshma Khatun, the wife of
Md. Jaffar, is the mother of
two children: Shabnam, an 18-
year-old in Grade 11, and
Aman, a 10-year-old in Grade
2. Her husband, Md. Jaffar,
has a limited education, only
able to write his name and
perform basic arithmetic. He
inherited the family trade of
handicrafts (Karuchopi) from
his ancestors but lacks skills
in other areas of work.

To support her family of six, Reshma sought additional resource
complement her husband's income. In November 2022, she became a

member of the Jhuma Self-Help Women Development Group. Since
joining, she has consistently made her weekly deposits and actively
participated in group meetings, seminars, and awareness sessions
organized by VARD Bangladesh.



A Turning Point: Reshma’s Journey to
Financial Independence through Paper
Packet Business

In March 2023, Reshma took out a loan of
BDT 15,000.00 (Fifteen Thousand Taka) to
start a small business making paper
packets. This venture marked a significant
turning point in her life. She now earns
200 Taka daily, repays her weekly loan
installments on time, and supports her
husband in managing the household. Her
children attend school regularly and
sometimes assist her with the packet-
making business. Her husband, Md. Jaffar,
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